
S D M S Document I D

2007429

ASARCO
October 3, 2002

Ms. Bonnie L a v e l l e
Remedial Projec t Manager
EPA Region 8 (8EPR-SR)
999 18 t h S t r e e t , S u i t e 300
Denver, Colorado 80202-2466
RE: Proposed Plan for C l e a n i n g Up R e s i d e n t i a l S o i l s wi th in the Vasquez Boulevard &

I n t e r s t a t e 70 S u p e r f u n d S i t e - D e n v e r , C o l o r a d o
Dear Ms. L a v e l l e

Asarco i s prov id ing in th i s l e t t e r a d d i t i o n a l comment on EPA's a p p r o a c h f or
addr e s s ing residential s o i l s at the Vasquez Boulevard / 1 - 7 0 site in Denver. A S A R C O is
p r o v i d i n g this comment without waiving any of the o b j e c t i o n s and comments it has
p r e v i o u s l y made on the Risk Asses sment and Remedial I n v e s t i g a t i o n / F e a s i b i l i t y S t u d y ,
either in writing or in meetings with the EPA and the Work G r o u p . T h i s l e t t e r is al so in
a d d i t i o n to those comments on the propo s ed p l a n sent to you on J u n e 10, 2002.

A S A R C O has become aware that EPA has a p p a r e n t l y e l e c t ed to m o d i f y the
propos ed cleanup criteria for re s ident ia l s o i l s at the Vasquez Boulevard / 1 - 7 0 site f orm
the proposed l ev e l s of 540 ppm Lead and 128 ppm Arsenic . We understand that the
revised l e v e l s wil l be 400 ppm Lead and 70 ppm Arsenic . A S A R C O views thi s
m o d i f i c a t i o n as arbitrary, capricious, and incons i s t ent with the goal of e s t a b l i s h i n g cost
e f f e c t i v e remedies that are pro t e c t iv e of human h e a l t h and the environment.

In the proposed p lan EPA noted that l e v e l s of 1100 ppm Lead and 240 ppm
Arsenic would be protect ive based on m o d e l i n g . A d d i t i o n a l l y , under c o n d i t i o n s as they
exist today, A S A R C O knows of no s i g n i f i c a n t e l e v a t i o n of chi ldren' s b lood lead l e v e l s in
the community that can be attributed to lead in s o i l . Moreover the impact of arsenic in
soil has not been shown to be prov id ing adverse h e a l t h impact . ASARCO's J u n e 10
comments noted that the reasons and support for r educ ing the 1100 and 240 criteria to
540 and 128 was not c l ear ly s tated. T h i s current a d d i t i o n a l reduct ion is even l e s s
understood and in ASARCO's view i s not s c i e n t i f i c a l l y j u s t i f i e d .

The 400ppm lead remediation level i s p a r t i c u l a r l y prob l ema t i c . T h i s l eve l o f lead
in soil was d ev e l op ed n a t i o n a l l y by EPA as a screening l e v e l , not a c l eanup criteria. In
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an urban area l i k e the V B / I - 7 0 part of Denver, A S A R C O be l i eve s that there is a p o t e n t i a l
that the geographi ca l size of the c l eanup area w i l l become enormous. The reason for t h i s
l i e s in the fac t that historical use of lead based pa in t , t e trae thyl lead in ga so l ine , p e s t i c i d e s
and herb i c ide s containing l ead , etc. may result in a large number of r e s i d en t ia l p r o p e r t i e s
with soil lead l e v e l s in excess of 400 p p m , thus requiring remediat ion and s a m p l i n g to
continue into the f o r e s e e a b l e f u t u r e .

A l t h o u g h A S A R C O under s tands that EPA w i l l be the lead e n t i t y in th i s
r e s id en t ia l c l eanup, A S A R C O views the c l eanup criteria and the manner it was s e l e c t ed
as a dangerous precedent . ASARCO is l o o k i n g at how it can work cost e f f e c t i v e l y to
ac compl i sh its environmental c l eanup o b l i g a t i o n s , and based on the attached ar t i c l e
A S A R C O be l i eve s that EPA is being asked to do the same. The arbitrary s e l e c t i o n of
overly conservative c l eanup criteria is inconsi s tent with good s c i e n t i f i c pract ice and runs
counter to the goal of cost e f f e c t i v e environmental and p u b l i c heal th pro t e c t i on .

S h o u l d you have ques t ions on th i s comment, I can be reached at (602) 977-6513.
Very T r u l y Y o u r s ,

Donald A. Robbins
Director of Environmental Serv i c e s

cc: T h o m a s L A l d r i c h
Robert A. L i t l e
S c o t t T h o m a s


